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The Liturgcal Readings of the Church

Fr. Morkos Elkomos
the Liturgica

Facts about
Readings.

First fact: The Coptic months

% The Coptic months are
thirtieth day months where
every month has 30 day.

+«» The five or six days remaining (difference between
a non-leap and leap year) are called the short/little
month.

% The Coptic calendar is a solar calendar and it is the
most accurate one because the Egyptians were
known for their knowledge of astronomy and
astrology

¢+ There is no doubt that the lunar cycle and the cycle
of the Sun and stars vary astronomically. The lunar
year differs by 11 days each year and the solar
differs by one day every four years. While star
calendar differs by one day every 300 years (Astra
or Coptic calendar)

¢ From the first calendar year up to the year 300 AD,
the feast was on January 1. Then it moved up to
January 7" which is the feast today.

+« And from the year 2100 to 2,400 the feast will be
on January 8 and so on.

% Therefore we don’t follow December 25™ or
January 1st but according to 29" of Kiahk, which is
more accurate.

% December 25" came about from the solar year
where every 4 years there is an extra day (or every
year has 365 days, 5 hours, 48 minutes, and 46
seconds, to be precise). Therefore when the
Gregorian calendar came to correct the Julian
calendar, they added the difference and went back
to December 25™; this was in the 15th century.

Second fact: The Order

« The Daily readings are organized (written/
arranged) according to Saints’ Feast of the day
whether they were martyrs, monks, Angels,
shepherds, or prophets.

+«» We find that the readings serve one idea for this
type of Saints whom we are celebrating.

!

Third fact: The principle of borrowing within
readings

% On the day of the commemoration of all prophets,
the readings of Moses (Tout 8th readings) are
recited.

Let’s take the content of the readings as an example to
illustrate this liturgical arrangement/sequence/order

God's Protection of the prophets

% The psalm of the Vespers, “He allowed no one to
oppress them; for their sake he rebuked kings: “Do
not touch my anointed ones, do my prophets no
harm.” (Psalm 105:14-15)

% The Gospel of the Vespers (Luke 11: 37-51) God
asks that the blood of al the prophets which was
shed may be required of those who killed them.

God Commission to the Prophets

% Psalm of the first hour (Psalm 105:26, 27, 45), “He
sent Moses His servant, and Aaron whom He had
chosen. They performed His signs among them,
and wonder that they might observe His statues and
keep His laws. God was the one that sent them.”

+» Gospel of the First hour (Matthew 17: 1-9) speaks
of the relationship between Christ and the prophets
which demonstrates an important fact that he sent
prophets to pave the way for Christ therefore there
are no prophets after Christ and we do not believe
that any prophet came after Christ.

¢ Also the Gospel of the First hour speaks about the
events of the Transfiguration where Moses and
Elijah spoke with him.

The faith of the Prophets: (The Pauline Epistle of
Hebrews 11: 17-27) “By faith Moses, when he became
of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s
daughter.”

Guidance of the Holy Spirit to the prophets or the
infallibility of the prophesy: The Catholic Epistle (2
Peter 1: 19) 'God's people spoke by the Holy Spirit '

The Connection_between the two Testaments: The
Praxis (Acts 15: 21-29) how they read the law of
Moses in the synagogues every Sabbath and how
through these readings and the synagogues
Christianity started to spread.

God answers to the Prophets: Psam of the liturgy
(Psalm 99: 6, 7) 'And He answered them. He spoke to
them from the pillar of cloud'
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The Woes:

Gospel of the liturgy of (Matthew 23: 14 — 36)... Why
do we read the Gospel of woes during the
commemoration of the prophets?

The woes are for the scribes and the Pharisees that
were supposed to continue the message of the
prophets. Therefore when they have strayed from
the message of the prophets, the Church takes this
opportunity to remind us of the importance of the
teachings of the prophets and their implementation
and presents to us the woes that Jesus cast on them
as a lesson and a penalty for whoever will do the
same.

X/
°

The shepherds, for example, we select their
readings on their departure or martyrdom from the
readings recited on the departure of the Golden
Mouth

% The readings are repeated on the events that are

similar, approximately 92 readings within a year

% An example of the Virgin Mary: St Mary has many
holidays (Her birth on first Bashans , Her entry into
the alter on 3" of Kiahk, Her departure on 21% of
Toba, The consecration of the first Church after her
name on 21% of Paona, Feast of the Assumption of
the body of the Virgin Mary on 16™ of Mesra)

To God al the glory and honor forever Amen

Magazine Mail

The magazine have received the following article.

Does Prayer Change Things?

Prepared by: Sanaa Awad

One day during church youth meeting the following
dialogue took place

Youth:They say that prayer changes things, but does it
REALLY change anything?

Servant: Oh yes! It really does.

Youth: Does prayer change our present situation or
sudden circumstances?

Servant: No, not always, but
it does change the way you
look at those events.

Youth: Does prayer change
our financial future?

Servant: No, not always, but
it does change who you ook
to for meeting your daily
needs.

Youth: Does prayer change
shattered hearts or broken bodies?

Servant: No, not always, but it will change your
source of strength and comfort.

Y outh: Does prayer change our wants and desires?

Servant: No, not always, but it will change your
wants into what God desires!

Y outh: Does prayer change how we view the world?

Servant:  No, not always, but it will change whose
eyes you see the world through.

Y outh: Does prayer change our regrets from the past?

Servant: No, not aways, but it will change your
hopes for the future!

Youth: Does prayer change the people around us?

Servant: No, not always, but it will change you as the
problem isn’t always in others.

Youth: Does prayer change our life in ways we can’t
explain?

Servant: Oh, yes, aways! And it will change you
from the inside out!

Youth: So does prayer REALLY change
ANYTHING?

Servant:  Yes! It REALLY does change
EVERYTHING.

Email your Suggestions, Articles, Requests to
Smaamagazine@gmail.com
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Coptic Alphabets

Prepared by: Amir Bekhit
L esson Five (oW 1aas, Trow):

The letters of the two sounds

These are the letters which are pronounced in two
ways:

*B *A 0* *X
N.B. The sign (*) indicates the starting point of
writing the | etter.

|. Letter B
1. Ispronounced (V) when it is followed by avowel,

Ba Be B: Bu Bo Bw Bow

Exercisec Read, write and memorize the
following words:

Baa : Eye
Bwk : Servant
Nos: : Sin

2. Is pronounced (B) when it is at the end of the
word,

eg,
N«B . Mmaster

Or if it isfollowed by a consonant,
e'gl
Baciar : Basl

Il. Letter A
1. Ispronounced (D) in proper names:

€0, Awa : Dina
Read:
Aa Ae A1 An Ao Aw Aow

2. Is pronounced (TH) ...asin" The "

eg.

A wpon present

Read:

Aa Ae A1 An Ao Aw Aow

1. Letter ©
1. Generaly it is pronounced (TH) asin "thanks"

eq.,
9 Owx : Yours

€CeBe : For the sake of

2. Pronounced (T) when it is preceded by ¢, w, T

€g. Ceor : Smdl
Woas Shut, Close
UaTeeoc : Matthew
V. Letter X
1. Is pronounced (J) asin "Joy" when it is followed
by €,1,T
Read:
Xe X1 Xu
eg., Xe Because

Xup : Tobeexamined

2. Ispronounced (G) asin"go" in any other case
Read:

Xa Xo Xw Xow
eg.,

Xaxr Enemy

Xw . Say
dxn  : Watch (N)

Xon : Power
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Exercise: God expressed Himself when He took flesh and
became the God/Man our Lord Jesus Christ. The

Read, write and memorize the following words: : .
purpose of that expression was that He might be

T us . Finger experienced personadly in the lives of the people as
Emmanuel - God with us. For, unless God becomes
bifc : Lamp personal, He will not be real to me. "When God
does become personal to us, We become drunk with
Bax: . City love for Him”” as St. Isaac says!
Plato belittled manual work and glorified mental
et . Fifty work. In his republic he put the philosophersin the
highest position. Many followed him insisting that
A _ only mental work is highly esteemed.
whe - Seventy Then John Dewey came with his philosophy of
Pragmatism in which he proved the value of direct
Xwu : Book experience. He believed that the best system of
education is based upon direct experience, i.e., “the
X w8 . Ledf person experiences truth for himself and gets in
touch with the facts personally”
XowvT . Twenty Recent trends in education have elaborated more
upon the concept of experience. Man experiences
Aakon - Deacon truth in order to learn truth existentialy and
experientially. Yet experience is not limited to
Ae © But, and indivi.dual experience. It is aso a collective
experience.
) . In the Orthodox Church we have Sacred Tradition,
Coeprep : Trembling which is the collective experience of the Church
_ through the centuries under the guidance of the
Weee, + Street Holy Spirit, the Lord the Life-Giver.
_ Fr. Maximos of Mt. Athos said to an inquirer one
UaTerac . Matthias day, "The philosophers explain and elaborate
without  experiencing. The holy Fathers
Beux : Vinger experienced the Truth, and then they described
their experiences as best they could. So, true
Sixen : On knowledge is existentid and experientialy
knowledge. Since philosophers do not have
o - Hand experience they are off the mark. And | am talking

even of great philosophers like Socrates and Plato.”
The call of modern thought to man is to enter into
experience in order to learn. And thisis the cal of
God from ancient times. "TASTE AND SEE
THAT THE LORD IS GOOD." (PSALM 34:8)

Taste and see that the Lord
1s good
Prepared by: 1hab Labib
INTRODUCTION:

HOW DO WE EXPERIENCE GOD?

I. THE LITRGICAL CALENDAR YEAR & THE
HYMNS:

God cannot be fully expressed. In fact, a God who
is fully expressed is no God. God is too infinite to
be fully expressed; Nevertheless, He can be
experienced!

The hymns of the Church are highly persona and
existential. "Today Christ is born ..." "Today His
body is hung on the cross...” "Today... Today..."
What is this but an invitation to experience
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Christmas, Good Friday, Pascha, the Ascension,

Pentecost — to experience them personally asif they

were happening now, to me, today.

The liturgical year does not only re-enact the great

saving events in the life of our Savior Jesus Chrigt,

but also places us in each event in a very personal

way.

During the church’s prayers & services, an

existential encounter takes place between Christ

and us in the events of His Birth. Crucifixion,

Resurrection, etc.

These sacred events are mystically present in the

Church here and now. We re-enter each event in

such a way that it becomes a unique and

refreshingly new act of salvation for us today.

Thus, far from being a cold and lifeless

representation of the events of the past, the

church’s prayers & services are living and personal

encounters with our Lord Jesus Christ;

0 Today Christ comes to be born in the manger of
my soul and yoursto bring us new life.

0 Today Christ offers me His precious Body and
Blood for my salvation.

o Today Christ hangs on the cross for me.

0 Today Christ isresurrected and | am resurrected
with Him.

0o Today Christ is transfigured and |
transfigured with Him.

0 Today Christ ascends into heaven and | ascend
with Him.

That the beautiful word today, used so often in our

services, tears down the walls of the past and the

future and makes Christ the eternally present One,

Who is "the same yesterday and today and forever"

(Hebrews 13:8), to be present today here and now

for me!

The liturgical calendar and the prayers & services

of the church, revive and make present again the

sacred events of our salvation so that we are there

personally when they happen. There’re where the

past reaches out and joins the present. The acts of

God for His people are not buried in the past. They

live in the present. History does not exhaust God’s

grace. God is present thorough the centuries. He

never ceases accomplishing the work He has

begun.

am

. FAITHISA PERSONAL ENCOUNTER:

Faith is never mere intellectual assent or blind
submission. It isthe fidelity/faithfulness of a person

E

to a Person. Faith is a

relationship, a meeting,

a persona encounter

with our living Lord

Jesus Christ. Faith is a

living personal, saving

relationship with our

beloved Savior Jesus

Christ; who is my Lord

and my God. Abraham \

talked with God person

to person as afriend to afriend. Moses did so "face

toface."

Through the power of the Holy Spirit in His Body

the Church we too can have deeply dynamic

personal relationships with our Lord Jesus Christ,

the God-Man. We can experience Him as a God of

love.

We need to accept Jesus as Lord and Savior of our

lives not just once as in some born agan

experience, but every day, as we do when we

confess Him in the Nicene Creed. Every day we

need to affirm that Jesus Christ is our Savior and

the Lord of our lives, that His suffering and

resurrection have meaning for us today, that what

He teaches and offersin the Bible and in the church

isfor usto accept, obey and experience today.
XAMPLE:

When St. Simeon the Elder saw the Theotokos

bringing the baby Jesus Christ our Lord to the

Temple on the 40th day, inspired by the Holy

Spirit, he recognized our Lord Jesus Christ as the

Messiah, and taking Him in his arms, he prayed,

“Lord, now let Your servant depart in peace

according to Your word; for my eyes have seen

your salvation which Y ou have prepared before the

face of all people, alight to bring revelation to the

Gentiles, and the glory of Your people Israel” (St.

Luke 2:29-32)

Just as St. Simeon saw our Lord Jesus Christ and

held Him in his arms, we, too, can experience His

presence personaly in prayer and in the worship

services of the Church.

Through the Eucharist we can receive our Lord

Jesus Christ within us and embrace Him as did St.

Simeon. Unless our faith is as personal as that of

S. Smeon, our faith isnot real.

....... To be continued in the next issue.
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