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Resurrection Blessings

Fr. Morkos Elkomos

Christos Anesti...Alithos
Anesti

¢

Resin
Pikhristos af tonf...Khen O
methmi af tonf.

The resurrection is the center of Christianity and it has
many blessings renewed in our lives. Some of which
include:

1. TheTruth Never Dies:

The Jews regjoiced with the death of Jesus Christ
thinking that the Truth has died and was buried with
Him in the tomb forgetting that the Truth never dies.
If He was silent for sometime, yet on the third day the
Lord Christ rose from the dead declaring the victory of
the Truth over falsehood; and this makes us assured
that victory for the Truth as the wise Solomon, "A just
weight and balance are the Lord's" (Proverbs 16:11)

2. TheDevil has been Defeated:

At the Cross the devil was defeated and the words of
the Lord Christ were fulfilled, "That through death He
would destroy him that had the power of death, that is,
the devil" (Hebrews 2:14). Through the resurrection
the victory over the Satan and his army was
accomplished and the saying was fulfilled, "And
deliver them who through fear of death were al their
lifetime subject to bondage" (Hebrews 2:15).
Therefore each Christian can shout the cry of victory
"Nay, in al these things we are more than conquerors
through him that loved us" (Romans 8:37).

3. HeBrokethe Thorn of Death:

Who is the one that can utter this saying "O death,
where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?"
(1st. Corinthians 15:55). Only the one who has the
certainty of the resurrection and this became the
attitude of Christians toward death according to the
words of St. Paul the apostle, “For to me to live is
Christ, and to die is gan" (Philippians 1:21); "For |

am hard-pressed between the

two, having a desire to depart,

and to be with Christ; which is

far better” (Philippians 1:23).

And therefore we no longer call

it death but sleep or departure.

4. The Resurrection of Christ
Became the Guarantee of our
Resurrection:

What an abundance of verses that need explaining to

shed light on this Truth "But now is Christ risen from

the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept"

(1st. Corinthians 15:20); "And as we have borne the

image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of

the heavenly" (1st. Corinthians 15:49); "Knowing that
he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us
also by Jesus, and shall present us with you" (2nd.

Corinthians 4:14).

Therefore the Lord Christ placed this hope in us when

He said with Holy mouth, “In My Father’s house are

many mansions; if it were not so, | would have told

you. | go to prepare a place for you. And if 1 go and
prepare a place for you, | will come again and receive
you to Myself; that where | am, there you may be

also" (John 14:2-3).

5. Confirmation that Christ isthe Judge:

Remember what St Paul said at Areopagus, “Truly,

these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now

commands all men everywhere to repent, because He
has appointed a day on which He will judge the world
in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained.

He has given assurance of this to al by raising Him

from the dead” (Acts 17:30-31).

Therefore it is necessary for whoever wants to receive

eterna life and to escape damnation to believe in

Christ the Savior who resurrected from the dead and

said: "He who believes in the Son has everlasting life;

and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life,

but the wrath of God abides on him” (John 3:36)

I wish you a year filled with peace, hedth, and
prosperity while you’re enjoying the blessings of the
Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ and many more
to come.
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Magazine Mail

The magazine have received the following article from
the Sunday school Junior.

Under the Cross

Prepared by: Youliana EI Komos

It was mentioned in the four
gospels about the Marys that
stood under the holy cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ at crucifixion,
“Now there stood by the cross
of Jesus His mother, and His
mother’s sister, Mary the wife of
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene”
(John 19:25). It is believed that
Mary the wife of Clopas is the
mother of James, Joses, Juda,
and Simon as mentioned in the
gospel according to Saint Mark (6:3) and she is the
same Mary mentioned in the gospel according to Saint
Mark as Mary the mother of James the Little (James
the Less). As stated, it is supposed that this Mary is
the sister of our Virgin Mary the mother of Christ who
was begotten after the virgin entered the temple and
that is why she was named after he older sister,
therefore confirming that James and Joses are first
cousins with our Lord Jesus. She was that "other
Mary" who was present with Mary Magdalen at
the buria of our Lord (Matthew 27:61, Mark 15:47);
and She was one of those who went early in
themorningof the first day of the week
to anoint the Body, and thus became one of the first
witnesses of the Resurrection (Matthew 28:1, Mark
16:1, Luke 24:1). Another woman that was mentioned
under the cross was Salome mother of Zebedee’s sons,
“There were aso women looking on from afar, among
whom were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of
James the Less and of Joses, and Salome,” (Mark
15:40-41). She was mentioned a lot though out
Christ’s journey among the women tending His daily
needs in Galilee (Luke 23:49). She was aso among
the privileged women to first learn that Jesus was
resurrected (Mark 16:1-8). Salome’s sons shared a

specia relationship with Jesus as written in (Mark
3:17) where He gave them the name “Sons of
Thunder” perhaps for their noted zeal. These two
women were specifically mentioned by name and
attended such historical events such throughout
Christ’s journey, crucifixion and resurrection which
show they are of high honor and importance.

Coptic Alphabets

Prepared by: Amir Bekhit
Lesson Three (1w uaz, wosr):

Coptic letters which are similar to English letters in
shape only:

Coptic letters | English letters Pronunciation
C*
C S(asinsee)
€.0.cocectca
*P
P R(asin road)
€.0. po pe p1 pa
*H
H ee (asinfeet)
€.0. cH pH
*W
w O (asin hope)
€.Jcw pw
*B B B or V (will be
explained in lesson 5)
K or Shor Kh (will
*X X be explained in
lesson 7)

N.B. The sign (*) indicates the starting point of
writing the letter.

Read the following:

CH PH CW PW
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Exercise:
HC HP WC WP

1. Writethefollowing

Notice the difference in pronunctioan between the names in Coptic:
|etters:
1. (1LH), letter (H) takes double the time of letter (1) - Mina, Amir

2. (0,W), letter (W) take double th etime of letter (0)

Anthony, Irene
Then, we mention (0r) pronounced (OO) astool.

Now we know 13 letters which can be divided into 2. Read, write and memorize the following words:

two groups: PO : Door
Consonants: N, K, 7,7,1,C, P
Vowels: 0,€,1,H, W Pw : Mouth
Read the following: P - Room
le. MDD KX I ZdD U Ch Pd
Pu : Sun
2. Ne Ke Je€e Ze€e Uue Cce Pe
O+ : Wha?
3. Nl K 7l Z1 ul Cl Pl
Mov : Death
4 NMH KH JH <ZH UH CH PH
Ca : Side
5 MO KO 30 ZO0 VO CO PO
Ce : Sixty
6 NW KW JW ZW VW CW PW
Unur . Ten

7. HMow Kov Tov Zovr Uov Cov Pow
3. Read, write and memorize the following words:

Reversing the letters we will read: Wer Givebirth

. A DK DT dDZ DU DC AP
Pan : Name

2. €N €K € (54 cu €C (344
T 5 Cuwowr : Bless

3. 1IN IKI 17 17, 11 1C 1P

Cwua : Body
4. HN HK H H HU HC HP .
7 % Ovpo : King
5. O OK 07 07 ou 0C oP .
Pwsr ;' Man, Human being
6 WN WK WY WZ WU WC WP
7. OTH OTK OTFT O0TZ OTU OTC OTP Email your Suggestions, Articles, Requests to

smaamagazine@gmail.com
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Great 1s the mystery of godliness,
God has manifested 1n the flesh

Prepared by: Ihab Labib
(Continued)

V. Through the Incarnation, Christ has become our
Way to the Father:
Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where
You are going, and how can we know the way?”
Our Lord Jesus Christ said to him, “I am the way,
the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through Me. “If you had known Me, you
would have known My Father also; and from now
on you know Him and have seen Him.” (St. John
14:5-7)
How is it that our Lord, God, and savior Jesus
Christ istheway?

that many prophets and righteous men desired to
see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear
what you hear, and did not hear it.” (St. Matthew
13:16-17)

Now, let'sask ourselves:

a. Are we walking the way that our Lord, God, and
Savior Jesus Christ has paved for us?

b. Are we living the Life that our Lord, God, and
Savior Jesus Christ has granted us?

c. Are we enjoying the Resurrection and the Life
which our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ has
bestowed unto us?

d. Do we hear His word and His voice and abide in
them?

VII.Our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ gave us
His Body to eat and His Blood

“Therefore, brethren,
having boldness to enter
the Holiest by the blood of
Jesus Christ our Lord, by a
new and living way which
He consecrated for us,
through the vell, that is, His
flesh” (Hebrews 10:19-20)

Jesus answered,

VI. Through the Incarnation,
Christ has become our
Resurrection and life:

1. & John 11:25: *Jesus
said to her, | am the resurrection and the life. He
who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall
live”

2. §. John 3:16: “For God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life.”

3. &. John 5:25: “Most assuredly, | say to you, the
hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will
hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who
hear will live.”

As a result our Lord, God, and Jesus Christ
said, “But blessed are your eyes for they see, and
your ears for they hear; for assuredly, | say to you

e * am the way, the truth, and the life.
The only way to the Father is through me.”

John 14:5

to drink so that we would
abide in Him, that is in the
Way, the  Truth, the
Resurrection, and the Life:

E

“... And Jesus said to them, I
am the bread of life. He who
comes to Me shal never
hunger, and he who believes
in Me shall never thirst ...
Most assuredly, | say to you,
he who believes in Me has
everlasting life. | am the bread
of life ... I am theliving bread which came down from
heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live
forever; and the bread that | shall give is My flesh,
which | shall give for the life of the world.”

AL

Then Jesus said to them,

“Most assuredly, | say to you, unless you eat the flesh
of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no
life in you. Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My
blood has eterna life, and | will raise him up at the
last day. For My flesh is food indeed, and My blood is
drink indeed. He who eats My flesh and drinks My
blood abides in Me, and | in him. Asthe living Father
sent Me, and | live because of the Father, so he who
feeds on Me will live because of Me. Thisisthe bread,
which came down from heaven-not as your fathers ate
the manna, and are dead. He who eats this bread will
live forever.” (St. John 6:30-60)
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VIII. Through the Incarnation, Christ has become our

Savior and Redeemer:

1. 1st. Peter 1:18-19: “knowing that you were not

redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or
gold, from your amless conduct received by
tradition from your fathers, but with the precious
blood of Christ, as of alamb without blemish and
without spot.”

. 1st. Peter 2:24: “Who Himself bore our sins in
His own body on the tree, that we, having died to
sins, might live for righteousness - by whose
stripes you were healed.”

. . John 6:54: “Whoever eats My flesh and drinks
My blood has eterna life,
and | will raise him up at the
last day.”

. Acts 4:11-12: “This is the
‘stone which was rejected by
you builders, which has
become the chief
cornerstone.” Nor is there
savation in any other, for
there is no other name under
heaven given among men by
which we must be saved.”

. Therefore, St. Cyril said,
“Therefore the Word of God
made one with Himself
human nature in its entirety,
that so He might save the
entire man. For that which
has not been taken into His Nature, has not been
saved.” (On St. John 12:27)

b. Philippians 3:10-11: “That I may know Him and

IX.

the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship
of His sufferings, being conformed to His death,
if, by any means, | may attain to the resurrection
from the dead.”

Do we do our best to know God?

Do wetry to follow His footsteps?

Do we accept to carry the cross like our Master?
Arewewilling to die for Him as He did for us?

If not, how are we to attain the Resurrection?

Through the Incarnation, Christ has become the
Only Gate to the heavens:

1. &. John 10:7: “Then Jesus said to them again,

“Most assuredly, | say to you, |
am the door of the sheep. All
who ever came before Me are
thieves and robbers, but the
sheep did not hear them. | am the
door. If anyone enters by Me, he
will be saved, and will go in and
out and find pasture.”

2. Revelation 1:17-18:
“And when | saw Him, | fell at
His feet as dead. But He laid His
right hand on me, saying to me,
“Do not be afraid; I am the First
and the Last. | am He who lives,
and was dead, and behold, | am
alive forevermore. Amen. And |
have the keys of Hades and of
Death.”

3. Who can enter through the Gate, and be saved,

and find green pastures?

What is our role? How could we try to show our

gratitudeto our Beloved Savior Jesus Christ?

a. 2nd. Corinthians 5:15: “He died for all, that those
who live should live no longer for themselves, but
for Him who died for them and rose again.”

Are we living in accordance to God’s
commandments?

Is our most priority in life to please our Lord,
God, and Savior Jesus Christ?

Psalm 118:20: “This is the gate of the LORD,
through which the righteous shall enter.”

....... To be continued in the next issue.

Email your Suggestions, Articles, Regquests to

smaamagazine@gmail.com
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